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that there are great medical centers such as 
SRMC should we ever require medical assist-
ance. I’d like to commend the doctors, nurses, 
administrators, and volunteers who make up 
the impressive team at SRMC on their stellar 
performance in the brief amount of time since 
the hospital’s inception, and I look forward to 
following the continued service of the great 
folks at the Spotsylvania Regional Medical 
Center in the future. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2012 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I was 
not present for rollcall vote 73. Had I been 
able to vote, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on the 
Motion to Concur in the Senate Amendment to 
H.R. 347. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF AMERICA’S 
BLOOD CENTERS’ 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. WALLY HERGER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2012 

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, America’s 
Blood Centers is North America’s largest net-
work of community-based, independent, non- 
profit blood centers. I congratulate ABC on its 
half-century anniversary and applaud its con-
tinued mission to help member blood centers 
serve their communities. 

BloodSource is the blood center in Northern 
California. A regional, non-profit organization, 
BloodSource provides blood and services in 
ten counties within California’s Second Con-
gressional District and sixteen other counties 
in the state. In my district, BloodSource oper-
ates two major regional blood centers and one 
community donor center. Every day 
BloodSource conducts multiple blood donor 
drives to assure a safe and plentiful blood 
supply for the people who receive care in thir-
teen hospitals I represent. 

I am proud to be a BloodSource blood 
donor and honored to represent 90,000 
BloodSource blood donors. I have had the 
privilege of sponsoring BloodSource blood 
drives for several years. I applaud the efforts 
of BloodSource to make certain that every pa-
tient has the blood and blood components 
needed, wherever and whenever the need. 

I join BloodSource in celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of ABC. Together with its mem-
bers, ABC provides half of the American and 
a quarter of the Canadian blood supply to 
more than 150 million patients who receive 
care in 3,500 hospitals and healthcare facili-
ties across North America. The work of ABC 
members impacts all of us. 

Congratulations to America’s Blood Centers. 
Because of their work, lives are being saved 
in cities and towns across the nation. 

IN RECOGNITION OF DALE MINAMI 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2012 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Dale Minami who today is receiving the 2011 
Silver Spur Award from San Francisco Plan-
ning and Urban Research (SPUR). This award 
recognizes a lifetime of civic achievement of a 
San Franciscan. 

Mr. Minami is one of the country’s pre-
eminent attorneys recognized for his civil 
rights leadership. He is best known for head-
ing the legal team in Korematsu v. United 
States, the legendary Supreme Court case 
that overturned the wrongful criminal convic-
tion of Fred Korematsu who refused intern-
ment during World War II. 

Mr. Minami is a personal injury attorney with 
Minami Tamaki LLP and has made significant 
contributions to the advancement of the rights 
of Asian-Americans. Minami is a co-founder of 
the Asian Law Caucus, the Asian-American 
Bar Association of the Greater Bay Area, the 
Asian Pacific Bar of California and the Coali-
tion of Asian-Pacific Americans. 

Other landmark decisions he was involved 
in include United Filipinos for Affirmative Ac-
tion v. California Blue Shield, the first class ac-
tion employment lawsuit brought by Asian-Pa-
cific Americans on behalf of Asian-Pacific 
Americans; Spokane JACL v. Washington 
State University which established an Asian 
American Studies program at the Washington 
State University; and Nakanishi v. UCLA, a 
claim for unfair denial of tenure which resulted 
in the granting of tenure after multiple hear-
ings and widespread publicity over discrimina-
tion in academia. 

Mr. Minami has been involved in the judicial 
appointment process and in public policy. He 
was a member of the California Fair Employ-
ment and Housing Commission and chaired 
the California Attorney General’s Asian Pacific 
Advisory Committee. He served as a commis-
sioner on the California State Bar Associa-
tion’s Commission on Judicial Nominees’ Eval-
uation and Senator Barbara BOXER’s Judicial 
Screening Committee. President Clinton ap-
pointed him chair of the Civil Liberties Public 
Education Fund in 1996. Mr. Minami special-
izes in personal injury and entertainment law 
and has represented well known clients such 
as Kristi Yamaguchi, Philip Kan Gotanda and 
Steven Okazaki. He is counsel to the Asian 
American Journalists Association and has also 
represented many of San Francisco’s best 
known faces on television, including Sydnie 
Kohara, Lawrence Karnow, Vic Lee, Heather 
Ishimaru and David Louie. 

He received his B.A. in Political Science 
from the University of Southern California in 
1968 and his J.D. from Boalt Hall School of 
Law at UC Berkeley in 1971. He was admitted 
to the California Bar in 1972. In 1982, he was 
admitted to practice in the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

Among his many awards and recognitions, 
Mr. Minami received the American Bar Asso-
ciation’s 2003 Thurgood Marshall Award, the 
2003 ACLU Civil Liberties Award, and the 
State Bar President’s Pro Bono Service 
Award. A dormitory at UC Santa Cruz was 
named Queen Liliuokalani-Minami Dormitory. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask this body to rise with me 

to acknowledge Dale Minami’s extraordinary 
work and lasting contributions to justice and 
equality in the Asian American community and 
our community at large. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2012 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 20, 2009, the day President 
Obama took office, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $15,438,518,062,690.37. We’ve 
added $4,811,641,013,777.29 dollars to our 
debt in 3 years. This is $5 trillion in debt our 
nation, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF LESLIE LEWIS 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2012 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute and to honor Leslie Lewis. A native 
of the Bronx, New York, Mr. Lewis is an out-
spoken highly respected advocate for the 
community. 

Mr. Lewis was born and raised in the Bronx, 
New York but eventually spent a large part of 
his life in Scarsdale, New York. In Scarsdale, 
Mr. Lewis raised his two sons, Robert and 
Mark. Mr. Lewis first moved to Brooklyn in 
1982, when he settled into a home on Wyckoff 
Street—between the Gowanus Housing 
Projects and the Wyckoff Housing Projects. 
Shortly after moving there, he joined the pre-
cinct community council. 

Mr. Lewis worked for 30 years in the exhi-
bition business, becoming president of the 
Greyhound Exposition Company in the proc-
ess. Along with national trade shows, Mr. 
Lewis maintained his concern for minority 
areas. He developed his ‘‘Job Power’’ concept 
as a way to bring employers to unemployed 
urban minorities. This concept was recognized 
by then President Nixon, who transformed it 
into the modern day job fair. 

These experiences led Mr. Lewis towards 
recognizing his talent for bringing the concerns 
of regular people to their elected officials. 
Upon moving to Brooklyn, he developed a re-
lationship with the district attorney’s office in 
an effort to improve community relations. In 
his capacity of police liaison, as well as coun-
cil president of the 84th Precinct, Mr. Lewis 
serves as a switchboard between Borough 
President Markowitz, the Brooklyn district at-
torney’s office, the police and his 2.5 million 
constituents. 

Mr. Lewis gathers complaints from the pub-
lic and then communicates them to the police, 
making sure that something gets done about 
them. Crime has seen a dramatic decrease in 
the 84th Precinct. Since 1990, it’s gone down 
over 90%, according to NYPD statistics. Be-
cause of efforts of community leaders like Mr. 
Lewis, Brooklyn neighborhoods have a high 
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